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1
TRANSMISSION WITH INTEGRATED
POWER TAKE-OFF

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to vehicular powertrains
and more particularly to transmissions having multiple
power output means.

BACKGROUND

The statements in this section merely provide background
information related to the present disclosure and may or may
not constitute prior art.

Most types of transmissions include an input shaft, an
output shaft, a plurality of gear arrangements, interconnect-
ing members, shafts, and torque transmitting mechanisms
among other mechanical members. The various torque trans-
mitting mechanisms are employed to selectively transmit
torque from one rotating member to another or from a
rotating member to a stationary member to achieve a specific
speed ratio between the input and output shafts. The output
shaft drives a final drive assembly which may have a further
speed ratio change between the transmission output shaft
and the axle. The output shaft may also drive a separate drive
implement such as a power take-off assembly or other type
of equipment requiring torque for operation.

While these transmissions are effective they are limited in
that they are only capable of a single output shaft. Accord-
ingly, there is a constant need for improved transmission
designs that provide flexibility in connectivity and mini-
mized volume packaging.

SUMMARY

Atransmission is provided having a transmission housing,
an input shaft, a transfer shaft, a first and second output
shafts, a first and second transfer member, a continuous
transfer member, and a torque transmitting mechanism.
Each of the input and transfer shafts are rotatably supported
by the housing, and wherein an axis of the transfer shaft is
parallel to an axis of the input shaft. The first transfer
member is connected for common rotation with the input
shaft. The second transfer member is connected for common
rotation with the transfer shaft. The first output shaft is
disposed coaxially and partially covered by the transfer
shaft. The second output shaft is disposed coaxially with the
input shaft. The continuous transfer member engaged with
each of the first and second transfer members. The torque
transmitting mechanism selectively connects the transfer
shaft with the first output shaft. The first output shaft is
configured to receive an implement assembly and the second
output shaft is drivingly connected to a differential for torque
transfer to a drive wheel.

In another example of the present invention, the first
transfer member is a drive sprocket, the second transfer
member is a driven sprocket, and the continuous transfer
member is a chain.

In yet another example of the present invention, the first
transfer member is formed integrally with the input shaft to
form a drive transfer member.

In yet another example of the present invention, the
second transfer member is formed integrally with the trans-
fer shaft to form a driven transfer member.

In yet another example of the present invention, the
transfer shaft is rotatably supported by the transmission
housing through a roller bearing, the drive shaft is rotatably
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supported at a first end by the transmission housing through
a roller bearing and is rotatably supported and partially
covered at a second end by the transfer shaft.

In yet another example of the present invention, the torque
transmitting mechanism is a hydraulic piston clutch.

In yet another example of the present invention, the
hydraulic piston clutch includes a piston housing connected
for common rotation with the second transfer member, a
piston, a return spring, a ring member, and a plurality of
clutch plates.

In yet another example of the present invention, the piston
housing is integrated with the second transfer member and
transfer shaft and the ring member is connected for common
rotation with the piston housing.

In yet another example of the present invention, the
transmission of claim 8 further includes a hydraulic fluid
circuit for selectively communicating pressurized hydraulic
fluid to an apply fluid chamber of the clutch.

In yet another example of the present invention, the first
transfer member is a drive gear, the second transfer member
is a driven gear, and the continuous transfer member is an
idler gear.

Further areas of applicability will become apparent from
the description provided herein. It should be understood that
the description and specific examples are intended for pur-
poses of illustration only and are not intended to limit the
scope of the present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustration pur-
poses only and is not intended to limit the scope of the
present disclosure in any way.

FIG. 1 is a cross section of a portion of a transmission
according to the principles of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, applica-
tion, or uses.

With reference to FIG. 1, a portion of a transmission for
a motor vehicle is generally indicated by reference number
10. The transmission 10 generally is a part of a powertrain
of a vehicle that includes an engine (not shown) intercon-
nected with the transmission 10. The engine may be a
conventional gasoline, diesel fuel, or flex-fuel internal com-
bustion engine, a hybrid engine, or an electric motor, or any
other type of prime mover, without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure. The engine supplies a driving
torque to the transmission 10 through, for example, a
flexplate or other connecting device or a starting device such
as a hydrodynamic device or launch clutch (not shown).

The transmission 10 is may be a variable diameter pulley
or sheave drive continuously variable transmission (CVT), a
multi-speed planetary gear set automatic transmission, or a
manual transmission without departing from the scope of the
invention. The transmission 10 includes a typically cast,
metal housing 12 which encloses and protects the various
components of the transmission 10. The housing 12 includes
a variety of apertures, passageways, shoulders and flanges
which position and support these components. Generally
speaking, the transmission 10 includes a transmission input
shaft 14 and a first transmission output shaft (not shown).
Connected between the transmission input shaft 14 and the
first transmission output shaft is optionally a speed change
device, a pulley assembly or continuously variable unit, and
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a torque transfer assembly that cooperate to provide forward
and reverse speed or gear ratios between the transmission
input shaft 14 and the transmission output shaft. The trans-
mission input shaft 14 is functionally interconnected with
the engine (not shown) through the starting device (not
shown) and receives input torque or power from the engine.
The transmission output shaft is preferably connected with
a final drive unit (not shown). The first transmission output
shaft provides drive torque to the final drive unit. The final
drive unit may include a differential, axle shafts, and road
wheels (not shown).

The transmission 10 further includes an off-axis drive and
clutch assembly 18. The drive and clutch assembly 18
includes a drive sprocket 16, a driven sprocket 20, a transfer
shaft 22, a second output shaft 24, a torque transmitting
mechanism or disconnect clutch 26, a clutch apply hydraulic
fluid circuit 28, and a continuous transfer member 30. The
driven shaft 22 is rotatably supported by the housing 12
through a first bearing 32. The driven sprocket 20 is con-
nected for common rotation with the driven shaft 22, or in
the alternative, is integrated with the driven shaft 22 as a
singular rotating member. The driven sprocket 20 is axially
aligned with a drive sprocket 34 of the transmission which
is connected for common rotation with the input shaft 14.
The continuous transfer member 30 engages with each of the
driven sprocket 20 and drive sprocket 34 thus transferring
torque from the input shaft 14 to the driven shaft 22. As
shown in FIG. 1, the continuous transfer member 30 is a
chain or belt. However, without departing from the scope of
the invention, the continuous transfer member 30 may also
be replaced by an idler gear and the drive and driven
sprockets 16, 20 may be replaced by a drive and driven gear
supported by the housing 12 and meshing with the idler gear.

The second output shaft 24 is coaxial with the driven shaft
22, is rotatably supported on a first end 25 by the housing 12
through a second bearing 36, is partially covered and rotat-
ably supported on a second end 27 by the driven shaft 22,
and has an splined inner surface 29 at the first end 25. The
disconnect clutch 26 is disposed coaxially with the driven
shaft 22 and the second output shaft 24 and selectively
connects the driven shaft 22 and driven sprocket 20 to the
second output shaft 24. The disconnect clutch 26 includes a
first or outer piston housing member 38, a second or inner
piston housing member 40, a balance piston 42, a hydraulic
piston 44, a return spring 46, a ring member 48, and a
plurality of interleaved clutch plates 50. More specifically,
the outer piston housing member 38 is disposed on or
integrated into the driven sprocket 20. Similarly, the inner
piston housing member 40 is disposed on or integrated into
the driven shaft 22. The radial piston housing member 42 is
disposed between the outer piston housing member 38 and
the inner piston housing member 40 and forms a piston
chamber 52. The piston 44 is disposed between the outer
piston housing member 38 and the balance piston 42 and
forms a hydraulic fluid apply chamber 54 with the outer
piston housing member 38. The return spring 46 is disposed
between the balance piston 42 and the piston 44 thus
providing a return force urging the piston 44 towards the
outer piston housing member 38.

The ring member 48 is splined to or otherwise connected
for common rotation with the outer piston housing member
38. The plurality of interleaved clutch plates 50 includes a
first set of clutch plates 56 having spline teeth on the outer
periphery of the clutch plates and a second set of clutch
plates 58 having spline teeth on the inner periphery of the
clutch plates. The first set of clutch plates 56 is splined to the
ring member 48. The second set of clutch plates 58 is splined
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for common rotation with the second output shaft 24. Upon
selective pressurization of the hydraulic fluid apply chamber
54, the piston 44 translates axially to contact and compress
the plurality of clutch plates 50 to lock the first set of clutch
plates 56 into common rotation with the second set of clutch
plates 58. The result is common rotation and torque transfer
from the driven sprocket 20 to the second output shaft 24.

The clutch apply hydraulic fluid circuit 28 includes a
number of hydraulic fluid passages 60 disposed within the
housing 12, the driven shaft 22, and the driven sprocket 20.
The clutch apply hydraulic fluid circuit 28 is in communi-
cation with a hydraulic valve (not shown) and a hydraulic
pressure source (not shown) to selectively provide pressur-
ized hydraulic fluid to the disconnect clutch 26.

The transmission 10 further includes a torque receiving
implement 62. FIG. 1 illustrates a hydraulic fluid pump 62
as the torque receiving implement 62. However, other types
of torque receiving implements 62 may be employed with-
out departing from the scope of the invention. For example,
a housing including a prop shaft for driving a mechanical
device may be used.

The description of the invention is merely exemplary in
nature and variations that do not depart from the gist of the
invention are intended to be within the scope of the inven-
tion. Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure
from the spirit and scope of the invention.

The following is claimed:

1. A transmission, the transmission comprising:

a transmission housing;

an input shaft, a transfer shaft, and a first and second
output shafts, and wherein each of the shafts are
rotatably supported by the housing, the input shaft and
the second output shaft are coaxial, the second output
shaft is a transmission output shaft, the input shaft is a
sleeve shaft through which the second output shaft
passes through, and an axis of the transfer shaft is
parallel to an axis of the input shaft;

a first and second transfer member, and wherein the first
transfer member is connected for common rotation with
the input shaft, the second transfer member is con-
nected for common rotation with the transfer shaft, the
first output shaft is disposed coaxially and partially
covered by the transfer shaft, and the second output
shaft is disposed coaxially with the input shaft;

a continuous transfer member engaged with each of the
first and second transfer members;

a torque transmitting mechanism for selectively connect-
ing the transfer shaft with the first output shaft; and

wherein the first output shaft is configured to receive an
implement assembly.

2. The transmission of claim 1 wherein the first transfer
member is a drive sprocket, the second transfer member is
a driven sprocket, and the continuous transfer member is a
chain.

3. The transmission of claim 1 wherein first transfer
member is formed integrally with the input shaft to form a
drive transfer member.

4. The transmission of claim 1 wherein the second transfer
member is formed integrally with the transfer shaft to form
a driven transfer member.

5. The transmission of claim 1 wherein the transfer shaft
is rotatably supported by the transmission housing through
a roller bearing, the first output shaft is rotatably supported
at a first end by the transmission housing through a roller
bearing and is rotatably supported and partially covered at a
second end by the transfer shaft.
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6. The transmission of claim 1 wherein the torque trans-
mitting mechanism is a hydraulic piston clutch.

7. The transmission of claim 6 wherein the hydraulic
piston clutch includes a piston housing connected for com-
mon rotation with the second transfer member, a piston, a
return spring, a ring member, and a plurality of clutch plates.

8. The transmission of claim 7 wherein the piston housing
is integrated with the second transfer member and transfer
shaft and the ring member is connected for common rotation
with the piston housing.

9. The transmission of claim 8 further including a hydrau-
lic fluid circuit for selectively communicating pressurized
hydraulic fluid to an apply fluid chamber of the clutch.

10. The transmission of claim 1 wherein the first transfer
member is a drive gear, the second transfer member is a
driven gear, and the continuous transfer member is an idler
gear.

11. A transmission, the transmission comprising:

a transmission housing;

an input shaft, a transfer shaft, and a first and second
output shafts, and wherein each of the shafts are
rotatably supported by the housing, the input shaft and
the second output shaft are coaxial, the second output
shaft is a transmission output shaft, the input shaft is a
sleeve shaft through which the second output shaft
passes through, and an axis of the transfer shaft is
parallel to an axis of the input shaft;

a drive sprocket and a driven sprocket, and wherein the
drive sprocket is connected for common rotation with
the input shaft, the driven sprocket is connected for
common rotation with the transfer shaft, the first output
shaft is disposed coaxially and partially covered by the
transfer shaft, and the second output shaft is disposed
coaxially with the input shaft;

a continuous chain engaged with each of the drive
sprocket and the driven sprocket;

a hydraulic piston clutch for selectively connecting the
transfer shaft with the first output shaft; and

wherein the first output shaft is configured to receive an
implement assembly and the second output shaft is
drivingly connected to a differential for torque transfer
to a drive wheel.

12. The transmission of claim 11 wherein the drive
sprocket is formed integrally with the input shaft to form a
drive transfer member and the driven sprocket is formed
integrally with the transfer shaft to form a driven transfer
member.

13. The transmission of claim 11 wherein the transfer
shaft is rotatably supported by the transmission housing
through a roller bearing, the drive shaft is rotatably sup-
ported at a first end by the transmission housing through a
roller bearing and is rotatably supported and partially cov-
ered at a second end by the transfer shaft.

14. The transmission of claim 11 wherein the hydraulic
piston clutch includes a piston housing connected for com-
mon rotation with the second transfer member, a piston, a
return spring, a ring member, and a plurality of clutch plates.
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15. The transmission of claim 14 wherein the piston
housing is integrated with the driven sprocket and transfer
shaft and the ring member is connected for common rotation
with the piston housing.

16. The transmission of claim 15 further including a
hydraulic fluid circuit for selectively communicating pres-
surized hydraulic fluid to an apply fluid chamber of the
clutch.

17. A transmission, the transmission comprising:

a transmission housing;

an input shaft, a transfer shaft, and a first and second
output shafts, and wherein each of the shafts are
rotatably supported by the housing, the input shaft and
the second output shaft are coaxial, the second output
shaft is a transmission output shaft, the input shaft is a
sleeve shaft through which the second output shaft
passes through, and an axis of the transfer shaft is
parallel to an axis of the input shaft;

a drive sprocket and a driven sprocket, and wherein the
drive sprocket is connected for common rotation with
the input shaft, the driven sprocket is connected for
common rotation with the transfer shaft, the first output
shaft is disposed coaxially and partially covered by the
transfer shaft, and the second output shaft is disposed
coaxially with the input shaft;

a continuous chain engaged with each of the drive
sprocket and the driven sprocket;

a hydraulic piston clutch for selectively connecting the
transfer shaft with the first output shaft, and wherein the
hydraulic piston clutch includes a piston housing, a
piston, a return spring, a ring member, and a plurality
of clutch plates;

a hydraulic fluid circuit for selectively communicating
pressurized hydraulic fluid to an apply fluid chamber of
the clutch; and

wherein the first output shaft is configured to receive an
implement assembly and the second output shaft is
drivingly connected to a differential for torque transfer
to a drive wheel.

18. The transmission of claim 17 wherein the drive
sprocket is formed integrally with the input shaft to form a
drive transfer member and the driven sprocket is formed
integrally with the transfer shaft to form a driven transfer
member.

19. The transmission of claim 18 wherein the transfer
shaft is rotatably supported by the transmission housing
through a roller bearing, the drive shaft is rotatably sup-
ported at a first end by the transmission housing through a
roller bearing and is rotatably supported and partially cov-
ered at a second end by the transfer shaft.

20. The transmission of claim 19 wherein the piston
housing is integrated with the driven transfer member and
the ring member is connected for common rotation with the
piston housing.



